12                     THE PROBLEM
less than England, it is contended, is dowered with the genius for empire, that power in a race which, like genius in the artist, must express itself or destroy its possessor. An empire she once had, centuries before France and England fought. That empire is lost. But in the German race the instinct for empire is as ancient and as deeply rooted as it is in the English race; and in the Germany of the present time, above all, this instinct, by reason of the very strength of Germany within herself, her conscious and vital energy, her sense of deep and repressed forces, is not a mere cloud in the brain, but is almost an imperious necessity. This is the real driving-force in German politics, the essential thing.
Hence the further question which young Germany asks is the question which Treitschke asks : At what point in her history did Germany swerve from the path to empire ? Can she again find that path, or is it irrecoverably lost ? Germany, from her own inward resources, produces year by year greater surplus energy, mental and physical, than any other nation in the world ; yet year by year, by emigration to America, to England, and to other lands, that surplus energy is lost to her. Year by year are we to look on in impotent anger or in apathy whilst the best and most enterprising of our citizens quit the Fatherland and, living under other governments, cease to be Germans, bequeath their worth, that is to say their valour, to those nations who may be ultimately Germany's deadliest enemies ?
These are the problems which, at the present hour, press in upon the mind of every thinking German*